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Many Christians doubt the veracity of Scripture (assuming it is in error) starting with creation and the historicity of the global flood in Noah’s day. This unnecessary doubt undermines their faith in the rest of Scripture. Sadly, when they hear of the Ark they think only of the cute kiddy pictures of a big wooden tub with animals hanging out of it.  The true facts about the Ark’s size and shape, genetics, the true numbers of vertebrate land animals which breath “through their nostrils” (Gen 7:22), etc., all demonstrate the accuracy of Scripture regarding this historical account.  As a former zookeeper and ex-evolutionary animal behaviorist (ethologist), I embraced this position only after being convinced by overwhelming biblical and scientific evidence presented by numerous theologians and scientists. The result has been a strengthening of my own faith in the Bible’s inerrancy and authority, especially when it speaks about matters of history and science.  

In an article, “How did all the animals fit on Noah’s Ark?”, Jonathan Sarfati, PhD says:

 "Many skeptics assert that the Bible must be wrong, because they claim that the Ark could not possibly have carried all the different types of animals. This has persuaded some Christians to deny the Genesis Flood, or believe that it was only a local flood involving comparatively few local animals. But they usually have not actually performed the calculations. On the other hand, the classic creationist book, The Genesis Flood contained a detailed analysis as far back as 1961.  A more detailed and updated technical study of this and many other questions is John Woodmorappe’s book,  Noah’s Ark: a Feasibility Study.  . . . . There are two questions to ask:

·
How many types of animals did Noah need to take?

·
Was the ark large enough to hold all the required animals?"

(http://www.answersingenesis.org/Home/Area/bios/j_sarfati.asp), First published in: Creation <http://www.answersingenesis.org/Home/Area/magazines.asp> 19(2):16-19, March-May 1997) 
A Survey of Genesis 6-9 The Biblical Record of the Noah and the Flood:

Genesis 6:5 & 7  “Then *the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 7 So the Lord said, "I will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth, both man and beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have made them."
6:9-11 “This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  11 The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 So God looked upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth.”
6:13-16 “And God said to Noah, ". . . . Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch. 15 And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 16 You shall make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and third decks.”
6:19 “And of every living thing of all flesh you shall bring two of every sort into the ark, to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female.”
6:21 “ And you shall take for yourself of all food that is eaten, and you shall gather it to yourself; and it shall be food for you and for them.”
7:2 “You shall take with you seven each of every clean animal, a male and his female; two each of animals that are unclean, a male and his female; 3 also seven each of birds of the air, male and female, to keep the species alive on the face of all the earth.”
7:11 “In the 600th year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 12 And the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights.”
7:16 “So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; and the Lord shut him in.”
7:19-20 “And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were covered.”
7:22 “All in whose nostrils was the breath *of the spirit of life, all that was on the dry land, died.”
7:24 “And the waters prevailed on the earth one hundred and fifty days.”

8:1-2 “Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters subsided. 2 The fountains of the deep and the windows of heaven were also stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained. 3 And the waters receded continually from the earth.”
9:1&3 “So God blessed Noah and his sons, and said to them: "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth. . . . . 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food for you. I have given you all things, even as the green herbs. 4 But you shall not eat flesh with its life, that is, its blood.”
9:16 “These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was populated.”
“Ark” = Hebrew word meaning “box”.  It’s the same term for the basket/box in which baby Moses floated to safety down the Nile River.  Yet Noah’s box was massive.
Noah’s Ability and Availability: (600 years old at the time)

- Noah had 100’s of years of experience and wisdom. 


- Our brains have degenerated since Adam and Noah.  


   * Technology is merely the result of accumulated knowledge, not increased IQ.

- Noah had at least 100 years of building time.

- Likely hired and managed a crew of workmen in addition to his sons.

- Many labor saving devices would have been built into the Ark by design.


   (see below under “Zookeeping Logistics”)

“Gopher wood” “pitch it inside and out” = resinous glue laminated wood into beams and plywood similar to modern high quality materials, which are stronger than steel ships (pound for pound).
Shape of the Ark = Rectangular box for strength and stability, not V-hulled or streamlined for speed.

Size of the Ark = Not equaled until 1800’s in capacity and tonnage (weight of displaced water). 


About  450 ft long
75 ft wide
45 ft high
= 1.5 million cubic feet!
Capacity of the Ark = 522 railroad cars, three decks of equal size.

- Each deck about 31,893 sq ft (437 x 72.9), with a ceiling of about 12 feet

- Total of the three decks was greater than two football fields.

“Kinds” and Numbers of Animals = (Two’s and Seven’s)

- God said only vertebrates who breathed through “nostrils” (Gen 7:22)

- Not fish, whales, insects, or amphibians, which could have survived outside.

- Today’s many species did not exist in Noah’s day.  

- Today’s species are not the result of new, added genetic information evolving.


- Today’s species are merely the fruit of sorting genes that existed in parent “Kinds”.

- Even dolphins and whales (different genera) can breed (wholphins).

- Today’s species have been naturally and artificially bred (selected), from “Kinds”.


- An example is “Dog”/Canine “Kind” and its modern varieties:

   (wolves, coyotes, foxes, huskies, poodles, etc)

- Only parent “Kinds” were needed on the Ark, containing all genes for today’s species.

- This greatly reduces the number of animals that had to go on the Ark.

- MODERN scientists have only identified about two million species of animals.

- MODERN, living species of “nostril” breathing animals number only in the thousands.

- Scientists have estimated the # of PARENT “Kinds” of nostril breathers in Noah’s day 
  
   to be 16,000 to 35,000.  All of these could easily have been housed on the Ark.

- The average size of the animals was less than that of a cat.


- Even dinosaurs and elephants would reasonably have been young ones, not adults.


   (The average dinosaur was the size of a chicken.)

  
   (Also, even the largest dinosaur eggs were less than football size.)


   (The number of dinosaur parent “Kinds” is estimated at only about 50)


- Detailed studies by numerous scientists have shown the Ark’s capacity was sufficient.

  (see John Woodmorappe’s book,  Noah’s Ark: a Feasibility Study)
ZOOKEEPING Logistics = feeding, watering, waste management, etc.

- Mathematical analyses based on current animal needs, man-power requirements, etc. 
have shown that less than half the Ark would have been needed to house the animals.


- The rest of the Ark was available for food storage and exercise range.


- Water needs were easily met by rain runoff, channeled through gutters, slats, etc.

- Water runoff would also have been used for waste removal in similar ways.


- Hibernation states were not necessary for the zookeeping do have succeeded, but it may 
 
   have been part of God’s work in addition to His leading them to the Ark.


- 
The Flood and the Earth:

- The Bible says the water came from both rain and subterranean fountains of the deep.

- The Bible says the water covered every mountain under all of the heavens.

- PhD scientists who are creationists have shown that the breakup of the original, single 
 
   continent likely occurred during this global catastrophe.


- The runaway subduction of the earth’s tectonic plates, with the exposure of molten rock 
 
   from the mantle would have caused super heated sheets of steam to blast upward from 
 
   the oceans into the upper atmosphere.


- This would have provided plenty of water for 40 days and nights of massive rain.


- Volcanoes would have pumped huge quantities of dust into the atmosphere.


- Hydrologists and geologists have shown that the power of this amount of water on the 
 
   earth could easily have created the geologic structures we see around the world today:



* Grand Canyon (a lot of water in a little time)



* Sediment layers all over the earth 



   (Billions of dead things, buried in rock layers, laid down by water)

· Dr. John Baumgardner, a creation scientist working at the famous Los Alamos Laboratory of our government used their super computers to produce a simulation model of these events.  His model is recognized as one of the best, even by secular scientists.  
U.S. News & World Report (June 16, 1997) devoted a respectful four-page article to the work of Dr John Baumgardner, calling him "the world's pre-eminent expert in the design of computer models for geophysical convection." Dr. Baumgardner earned degrees from Texas Tech University (B.S., electrical engineering), and Princeton University (M.S., electrical engineering), and earned a Ph.D. in geophysics and space physics from UCLA. Since 1984 he has been employed as a technical staff member at Los Alamos (New Mexico) National Laboratory.
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