Life Science 7th Notes

For Chapters 6 Classification plus BARAMINOLOGY
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Ch 6 Classification
6.1 Classifying Organism
6.2 Six Kingdoms


Section 6.1 Classifying Organisms
Classification = the process of grouping things based on their similarities.

* Biologists use it to organize living things into groups for easier study.

Bible’s Basic System –  (Hebrew term “nephesh” means a thinking, feeling being)


* Plants (Fruit bearing, grass) (Plants do not have “nephesh” – feelings, thinking)


* Nephesh Animals (Flyers, Swimmers, Walkers)


* Nephesh Man (personally made by God to reflect His character)
Each “kind” of plant or animal reproduces only its own kind. 
A “kind” cannot evolve into another kind, like a wolf into a monkey.
- Dog kind (wolves, foxes, coyotes, domestic dogs, etc.)

The biblical term “creature” focuses on the truth of a Creator!
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Man’s Early Systems of Classification:

* Aristole (Greek in 4th century B.C.) 
   Three groups (Fly, Swim, Walk)

* Linnaeus used a two-part naming system from Latin
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       Dog = Canis familiaris (The name is italicized)
    - Binomial Nomenclature = a two-part name

      1. Genus = first part of the name (Capitalized)  
          (Groups similar, related organisms)

      2. Species = second part of the name. (Lowercase)
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          (Groups similar organisms that can mate and 
           produce fertile offspring)

* Evolutionary theory now dominates the classification system, and assumes that similar organisms in a group evolved from a common ancestor.

* But, many scientists reject evolution and use the system only for identification.

Seven Levels of Classification:


Kingdom – Phylum – Class – Order – Family – Genus – Species

Kingdom is the biggest and broadest.


Each kingdom contains phyla – each phylum contains classes, etc.

The biblical “kind” probably referred to either the “family” or “genus” level.

The more levels that two organisms share, the more characteristics they have in common.

(Below is an easy way to remember the first letter of each level)


Kings – Place – Crowns – On – Faithful – Godly - Servants
How can you identify an organism you find?

Field Guide = book with pictures and descriptions of organisms and characteristics 

Taxonomic Key = series of paired statements describing characteristics of organisms
Taxonomy = the scientific study of how living things are classified.



Section 6.2 The Six Kingdoms
Linnaeus only used two kingdoms (Plants and Animals)

Until recently, scientists used a five kingdom system that combines #’s 1 & 2 below.

Six Kingdoms are now the standard:


1. Archaebacteria


2. Eubacteria 


3. Protists 


4. Fungi


5. Plants


6. Animals

1. Archaebacteria (Unicellular prokaryotes – genetic material is not in a nucleus)

* Means “ancient bacteria”, since evolutionists believe they evolved first.

* Some live in extreme environments, like very hot water near lava.

* Some are autotrophs, and some are heterotrophs

2. Eubacteria (Unicellular prokaryotes)

* Means “true” bacteria, since they are more complex than archaebacteria.


* Similar to archaebacteria, but their chemical makeup is different.

* Live all over the world, including on and in your body.

* Most are harmless, and some are very useful.

3. Protists (This is an “odds and ends” category, with lots of different types.)


* Some are unicellular like the paramecium, yet others are multicellular (seaweed).


* They are all eukaryotes (have a nucleus around their genetic material).

4. Fungi (Mushrooms, molds, mildew, yeast)


* Most are multicellular eukaryotes.


* A few like yeast are unicellular eukaryotes.


* All are heterotrophs, and most feed on decaying organism.

5. Plants (all are multicellular eukaryotes, and all are autotrophs)

6. Animals (all are multicellular eukaryotes, and all are heterotrophs) 



Biblical Baraminology:
The following is a summary adapted from various sources:

Baraminology is the scientific effort to classify created kinds. The term was devised by Kurt Wise, PhD, who is a young earth creationist.  He obtained his degree from Harvard University under the direction of the infamous, anti-Christian, evolutionist Stephen Jay Gould.  Baraminology is a term formed from two Hebrew words bara (create) and min (kind) along with one Greek suffix -ology (to study).   So, baraminology means the study of created “kinds”.  What determines the boundaries between different baramin is a question currently being examined among creation biologists.  Various possible criteria have been presented.  The ability to breed (hybridize) and create viable offspring is the criterion used by most baraminologists to distinguish a baramin.  Baraminology has also been termed discontinuity systematics, since it emphasizes the lack of continuity (lack of related lineage) between kinds.  Evolution, in contrast, assumes a continuous line of origin for all creatures back to a common, single-celled ancestor.
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Angels / Demons, Cherubim, Seraphim, Nephilim?

  A. Angels – God has not given us in the Bible an exhaustive, or even a comprehensive, teaching about angels.  However, Scripture does make it clear that they are created beings, a part of God’s creation, nephesh creatures who are able to think, feel, and respond to God.

  B. Demons – Those angels that have rebelled against God are called “demons”, and most scholars believe that the terms “Satan” and “Lucifer” refer to one of the highest ranking angels who chose not to submit to God’s authority (Gen 3; Isaiah 14; Ezek 28)

  C. Cherubim / Seraphim – Some scholars believe these biblical terms merely refer to high ranking angels, similar to “archangels”.  Other scholars believe they may represent heavenly creatures that are distinct from angels, thus belonging to a separate “kind”.

  D. Nephilim – Genesis 6 describes a unique event in which the “sons of God” produced offspring with the “daughters of men”.  There are three interpretations of this event:

    1. The first interpretation says that Nephilim are hybrids between rebellious angels and human women.
         (Remember that angels in the Old Testament are recorded as being able to eat physical food, etc.)

Dr. Chuck Missler, Director of Koinonia House Ministries

http://www.khouse.org/topical_bible_study/nephilim/ 


    2. The second is that they were the offspring of demon-possessed men and women.

Dr. John MacArthur, Jr (President of The Master’s College and Seminary)

http://www.biblebb.com/files/macqa/70-20-3.htm 

    3. The third interpretation says that Nephilim are the offspring between godly, righteous men with ungodly, worldly women.  (This view is a valid interpretation but does not fit the biblical evidence as consistently as the others.)
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JESUS is the “only begotten Son of God”.

He is the one and only, God/Man.

He is 100% God and 100% Man; a antinomy impossible to full comprehend, but an awesome realization.

He was for all eternity past, God the Son, without a body.

Yet, at His incarnation 2,000 years ago, He embraced true humanity 
(a human body made of atoms and molecules from His created world), in order to pay the penalty we humans deserve for our rebellious sin against His Heavenly Father.
This is the heart of the Gospel: the Good News!

He did all the work we need as a gift (grace).

Salvation is by grace alone, through faith alone in the work of Christ, apart from any of our own good works (Romans 3:28; Ephesians 2:8-10).  Too many people falsely believe that Christ’s sufficient work needs the addition of their human good works to be effective.  Others erroneously think that merely believing some truths about Jesus is enough, but the demons know and believe the truth about Him (James 2:19).  Demons know the truth, but do not submit to God through Jesus the Lord.

To receive His gracious gift, one must receive Him not only as Savior from eternal separation, but also as LORD (authority / boss).  This means to submit our will to His will, asking Him to take over our lives and make us the new creations He wants us to be.  Such submissive faith will eagerly and personally ask Him to do whatever He knows is necessary, that is to train and even discipline us throughout our life here on Earth.  Merely desiring fire insurance from hell is not saving faith.

True saving faith is submission (Sub – Mission = embracing our mission under His authority).
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