Elephants, Social Structure, and God’s Character

Job 12:7 "Ask the animals and they will teach you . . . ."
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INTRODUCTION: 

Animal behavior research studies (ethology) increasingly claim to have discovered parallels and principles that promise to help us better understand and improve human lives, relationships, and society.  Even though most such studies are heavily influenced by the assumptions of evolutionary psychology, their findings often support and confirm wonderful truths of Scripture about God and His creation.  
OUTLINE: 
1. Scientific Efforts (general revelation - Romans 1) to draw conclusions (logical inferences) between animal and human behavior are inherently uncertain and risky. 
- They are necessarily dependent upon uncontrolled, intangible variables such as mind, will, and emotion. 
- They often are influenced by unsubstantiated evolutionary hypotheses.   
* Especially the false belief that humans are merely "higher" animals.   
* Thus, humans are seen as only quantitatively different from "lower" animals.   
* This fails to recognize the created, qualitative distinction between animals and humans.   
* Many apparently created animal social patterns do not reflect the biblical norms or morals for human   family and society.   
* The fall has distorted many created patterns from God's original design, especially the presence of selfish competition and violent survival of the cruelest.   
* However, many of the more complex, nephesh animals have social patterns that closely parallel the biblical norms for humans, reflecting a measure of the character of our Creator for His glory.  
2. Scriptural Exegesis (special revelation) reveals that God designed His original creation (Eden along with its animals) to reflect His "very good", social character. 
- God's character is relational among the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, involving not only agape love, but also different roles, hypotasso rank, and responsibilities. 
- Humans were created to be the unique, pinnacle reflection of God's image. 
- Many of God's nephesh, social animals were also designed to manifest aspects of His social nature, for His glory.   
* The flood was instituted by God in large measure due to the spread of "violence” that was contrary to God's desired and designed character of His creation (Gen 6).   
* Even after the fall, "normal" social systems bear a measure of the nature of God's character, though distorted by the consequences of disorder, dysfunction, and even death.   
* When the natural, "traditional" social patterns of nephesh animals are further disrupted from God's design, the portrayal of God's character seen in those patterns is increasingly marred (often by an increase in selfish competition, violence, suffering, and death).   
* This same effect is seen in human cultures when the biblical, "traditional" social (family) structures are disrupted, forgotten, ignored, or rejected.     
* A prime example of this parallel degenerative process common to both social animals and humans is seen in:     
a. the adolescent male elephants that killed over 40 rhinos     
b. the new fad among western teenage boys who are beating and killing helpless, homeless people for fun (actually filming their attacks)     
c. Both groups of young males have experienced the disruption of their traditional family systems, by witnessing extreme violence when young, along with the absence of male leadership normally needed to socialize and direct their testosterone driven leadership toward "normal" maturity.
