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Baraminology GROUP Activity
(Adapted for both Biology and Life Science)
Purpose:

· To compare, contrast, & prioritize the morphological characteristics of various creatures.

· To formulate a simple classification of a group of animals based upon Baraminology.
· To evaluate the practicality and benefit of classifying creatures for further study.

Procedures:

· Gather in groups of about 4 students each.

· Listen attentively to the PowerPoint on the Baraminology section of your notes.

· Examine the living creatures in our classroom NCZoo. 

· List only 10 of the 20+ creatures in our classroom.
· Compare them to determine significant common characteristics.

· Contrast characteristics that differ significantly among the creatures.

· Prioritize the characteristics that seem to indicate genetic relatedness.

· Continuity (probably related, continuous on a single tree)
· Discontinuity (probably not related, & belong on separate trees)

· Formulate a simple baraminology system for our NCZoo creatures.

· Categorize them into separate holobaramins (related creatures).
· Make up fun “Latinized” names to represent the main characteristics of each of your holobaramin groups.
· Don’t waste too much time making up names.

· Estimate which of the animals in each of your holobaramins are more closely related.
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Create a Baraminology “Orchard” for the animals you examined in our NCZoo, similar to the one below, but label your orchard with names your group made up.



· Which holobaramins could be grouped into larger apobaramin groups, due to similarly 
DESIGNED characteristics, even though those holobaramins are probably discontinuous (not related)?


· Judge (Evaluate) the usefulness of classifying creatures:
· In what ways, if any, do you think classifying creatures can be beneficial?
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